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Asian AIDS Law Database Launches Online

For immediate release:

(Gejiu, China, March 9, 2010) -- Asia Catalyst is proud to announce the “public beta”
launch of its Asian AIDS Law Database. The database is a free, user-friendly
resource, searchable in Chinese and English, to help researchers to find
HIV/AIDS-related statutes throughout Asia. It is the first database exclusively
dedicated to this purpose.

With the “public beta” launch, Asia Catalyst invites lawyers, experts and
organizations to share AIDS-related laws and policies from around Asia that may
not yet be online. The database has over 100 records, ranging from Cambodia’s
draft law on drug control to the national policy on HIV/AIDS of Bangladesh.

“The database will enable lawyers to analyze AIDS-related laws, and use them in
their own advocacy,” said Ken Oh, editor of Asia Report
(http://www.yazhoudiaocha.com), the news site that hosts the database. “Asian
AIDS activists tell us that some governments are more responsive to model
language from another Asian law.”

The project was born in response to growing demand from Asian AIDS advocates
engaged in legal analysis and advocacy. The database was created by a
volunteer team of law students and pro bono lawyers working with Asia Catalyst.

Asia Report, the Asia Catalyst-sponsored site that hosts the database, provides
Chinese and English-language news about economic and social rights in North,
South and Southeast Asia, with links to Asian rights groups, and announcements
of upcoming conferences and events.

Asian AIDS Law Database users may choose countries, topics and levels of
government from drop-down menus in both English and Chinese. The database
will provide the text of the law or policy and a link to its location online. All records
are in English, with Chinese translations provided where available.

“The international AIDS law field is growing quickly,” said Ken Oh.“We hope our
colleagues in Asia will use the database to analyze existing laws — and draft new
ones.”

The database may be visited at http://www.yazhoudiaocha.com/laws/.
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Asia Catalyst is a US-based resource for grassroots organizations working on
HIV/AIDS in Asia. For more information, please see our website at
www.asiacatalyst.org.
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